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The number of people diagnosed with thoracic cancer has been increasing in recent years and its
mortality rate is the highest in the United States and in Taiwan. In 2019, the United States and
Taiwan signed an agreement to collaborate on thoracic cancer research and establish the Stephen
J. Solarz International Research Laboratory in Taiwan. This international standard laboratory will
conduct research to characterize distinct features that cause thoracic cancers in Asian versus
Caucasian patients and accelerate the development of novel methods to diagnose, treat, and
prevent thoracic malignancies that collectively account for two million deaths a year worldwide.
Clinical trials will begin simultaneously at the U.S. National Institute of Health Clinical Center, the
largest hospital in the world dedicated solely to medical research, and Taipei Veterans General
Hospital (TVGH), one of the largest and most prestigious hospitals in Asia, in the near future. On
Friday, AIT Economic Officer Neevy Laningham participated virtually in a ceremony to launch the
Stephen J. Solarz International Research Laboratory, located in TVGH. This U.S.-Taiwan
collaboration will not only benefit patients but will also provide training to future researchers in
thoracic oncoloqy and translational cancer.
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